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Russian agent jailed for spy plot on Lithuania's President Grybauskaite
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Lithuanian President Dalia Grybauskaite has been one of the most steadfast supporters of
Ukraine in recent years and has made several trips to Kyiv to make her support increasingly
evident. 

By Damien Sharkov for Newsweek, July 8, 2017   Lithuania has sentenced a Russian man to 10
years in prison for spying on the Baltic country for Moscow&rsquo;s security services.   A district
court in Vilnius found Nikolay Filipchenko guilty of espionage for Russia&rsquo;s federal security
forces (FSB) - the first time one of the agency&rsquo;s officials has been unmasked and imprisoned,
Lithuania&rsquo;s state department announced, according to the BBC.   Filipchenko was uncovered
while trying to recruit Lithuanian officials, working for the Department of State Security. He sought to
find double agents, willing to install bugging devices in the Lithuanian President Dalia&rsquo;s
Grybauskaite&rsquo;s office and residence. He was arrested in 2015.   During his mission
Filipchenko also used fake documents repeatedly and illegally crossed the border of the country.   
Filipchenko refused to testify and did not answer reporter&rsquo;s questions, Judge Regina Pocene
said on Friday. His lawyer did not state whether or not he wanted to appeal the verdict or not.   The
investigation into anyone that may have been recruited as part of Filipchenko&rsquo;s operation
between 2011 and 2014 is ongoing.   Lithuania is one of the few members of NATO and the EU that
borders Russia. The country, alongside its other two Baltic neighbors, Latvia and Estonia, are among
the most vocal opponents of Russia&rsquo;s 2014 annexation of Crimea from Ukraine. The
Lithuanian President is one of the most critical leaders of Russian President Vladimir Putin.   
[&hellip;] http://www.newsweek.com/russian-agent ... thuanias-president-633852 
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