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The Passaic eparchy has 77 priests at 84 parishes, and serves Ruthenian Catholics along the
Atlantic coast of the United States.

PASSAIC, New Jersey, Nov 1, 2013 (UBO) - Father Kurt Burnette, rector of Sts. Cyril and Methodius
Seminary in Pittsburgh, was appointed Bishop of the Ruthenian Eparchy of Passaic, which serves
nearly 15,000 Ruthenian Catholics*, on Oct. 29, Catholic News Agency informs.   Fr. Burnette will be
enthroned at the Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel in Passaic, NJ, on Dec. 4.   A native of
Fakenham, England, Fr. Burnette, who is 57, grew up in Texas. He attended Rice University, and
then received a doctorate in mathematics at the University of Utah. He began a career as a professor
in 1978.   According to the Passaic eparchy, he was ordained a priest of the Eparchy of the Holy
Protection of Mary of Phoenix on April 26, 1989. He continued to work as a professor at universities
until 2004.   Fr. Burnette has served as pastor of parishes in California, Oregon, Nevada, and New
Mexico, and has served as a prison chaplain as well. From 1991 to 1994, he was economos and
consultor of the Holy Protection of Mary of Phoenix eparchy.   He earned a licentiate in canon law at
the Pontifical Oriental Institute, and has served as a tribunal for his own eparchy, as well as the
dioceses of Santa Fe, Gallup, and Phoenix.   Fr. Burnette was appointed rector of Pittsburgh's Sts.
Cyril and Methodius Seminary in Oct., 2012.   The Passaic eparchy has 77 priests at 84 parishes,
and serves Ruthenian Catholics along the Atlantic coast of the U.S. It will celebrate the 50th
anniversary of its establishment Nov. 10 with Divine Liturgy at its cathedral.   The Ruthenian Catholic
Church is an Eastern Catholic Church and so is in full communion with the Bishop of Rome.
Ruthenian Catholics use the Byzantine rite, and are led by the Ruthenian Archbishop of Pittsburgh.   
The Passaic eparchy had been vacant since Jan., 2012, when its bishop, William Skurla, was
appointed head of the Ruthenian Archeparchy of Pittsburgh.   

###

   *The article above appears through courtesy of the Religious Information Service of Ukraine.
Access RISU at www.risu.org.ua   *Wikipedia defines Ruthenian Catholics as follows: &ldquo;The
Ruthenian Catholic Church is a sui iuris (i.e., self-governing) Eastern Catholic Church, which uses
the Divine Liturgy of the Constantinopolitan Byzantine Eastern Rite. Its roots are among the Rusyns
who lived in the region called Carpathian Ruthenia, in and around the Carpathian Mountains. This is
the area where the borders of present-day Hungary, Slovakia and Ukraine meet. The Ruthenian
Catholic Church is in full communion with the Bishop of Rome who is spiritual leader of the 23 sui
iuris particular churches which are part of the Catholic Church.&rdquo;   To read more about
Ruthenian Catholics, link below: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruthenian_Catholic_Church
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